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St Werburghs City Farm

Watercress Road, Bristol, BS2 9YJ

0117 942 8241 - www.swcityfarm.co.uk

About us...

St Werburghs City Farm is a small charity with only 9 full-time equivalent members of staff, and yet we actively engage more than 9,000 people, targeting those socially or economically disadvantaged, and welcome more than 40,000 visitors a year. With 214 plots on Ashley Vale Allotment site, many of which have more than one person cultivating the land, we want to ensure there are clear methods of communicating with each other so that allotment holders get to grow happily and the Farm continues to deliver much needed services and activities. To reduce unnecessary postage costs and to ensure quicker communication, we will seek to correspond with all plot holders via email, unless otherwise stated. Please make sure we have your email address or let us know if you can only accept postal mail. 
About the Ashley Vale Allotment Association Committee...

Our allotments are distinctively different to most other local sites because as they are run by a local community organisation for the benefit of plot holders, residents and wildlife alike. Please note that having been assigned an allotment, you have automatically become a  member of Ashley Vale Allotment Association and we will share your information with the relevant Field Rep and Allotment Committee. To ensure this arrangement is sustainable, we need your help as an allotment member by supporting allotment meetings, social events, volunteer work days, bulk nutrient initiatives and other projects. We are looking particularly for people interested in managing the mature trees around the site, developing wildlife habitats, helping with publicity and communications and organising events. To find out more, contact Jodi Peacham: jodipeacham@hotmail.com. Please make sure to join the AVAA Facebook group and sign up to the newsletter to stay informed of upcoming events.

About you... 

You have responsibilities to cultivate and maintain your plot. We have plot checks once a year to identify abandoned plots and those not being adequately used. Plot holders taking overgrown plots are given extra time to work towards good cultivation but are expected to maintain them within the first six months to a year (this means at least clearing rubbish, cutting all borders and cutting weeds down over the whole plot). To cultivate and maintain, means to: 

· Maintain the plot so as to demonstrate it is being used and looked after. You must cultivate and keep free from weeds at least 75% of your plot. 
· Number your plot clearly - it prevents someone else thinking it is theirs!
· Maintain a half metre border path between plots, and keep it mown for access

· If you border a main path it should be kept 1 metre wide for access. On no account chop into banks or borders to expand the size of your plot.
· Prevent weeds from seeding and spreading onto neighbours plots

· Restrict any tree planting to fruit or nut trees on dwarf root stocks

· Remove any weed tree saplings before they become established (e.g. sycamore, oak, ash)

· On no account bring old carpets, glass or plastic that fragments or frays onto your plot for any purpose 

· Ensure that all rubbish is disposed of safely and responsibly. Leaving waste or rubbish in communal areas is forbidden, and members breaching this rule may lose their plot

· Bonfires are only allowed Between October and March and should not be smoky i.e.  always allow cut weeds/greenery to dry before burning and never burn plastics!

· Respect other people’s plots 

· Shut gates behind you (with the exception of the Farm paddock) - key pad code is C678XY

· Limit the use of hoses to filling water butts on your plot

· Keep dogs on a lead at all times and pick up after their mess. This is to limit accidental damage to crops and disturbance of other plot holders. There are livestock (chickens) kept on site by some plot holders, which are easily spooked by dogs. 
You must contact your Field Rep before you erect a shed or any structure larger than a shed or if you are thinking of keeping chickens or bees
For more information, visit the Farm's website: www.swcityfarm.co.uk/allotments
Staying Safe – In some areas of the allotments there are some serious health and safety hazards including steep drops, broken glass, rusty metal panels and spikes, manure, ponds and chemicals in sheds. These can be extremely dangerous for children, animals and adults. If you bring your child to your allotment, please make sure they are well supervised. Always take rubbish home with you and try not to bring glass to site. Dogs must be kept on a lead and you must always clear up after them.

If you notice a health and safety hazard, please inform your Field Rep immediately or contact the Farm stating what the hazard is and where (ideally the plot number and location on the plot) it is situated near.

Security – The combination number for the allotment gates is available to all plot holders. If in doubt please contact your Field Rep. With the exception of the gate to the Farm’s pig enclosure, if you are the last person out, make sure to lock the gates behind you. We have had cases of theft, vandalism and arson in the past and want to make sure everyone’s plots are safe. Please direct neighbours and other local people wishing to use paths across the site to committee members who will make gate combinations available where appropriate.

Badger Damage – Badgers have previously been very active across our site and many members have lost crops, especially sweet corn.  The Association has taken expert advice and discovered that there are few easy remedies for the problem.  Please be aware of the need to protect all vulnerable crops carefully therefore and consider substituting alternative crops for those that badgers are attracted to. On no account leave any food or bait for wildlife on the site as this encourages population growth and also attracts other vermin.
 Sheds – Sheds must be no larger than 6 ft x 4ft. Plot holders will be asked to remove any sheds which are built to larger dimensions than this. If there is a shed on your plot, you must maintain it in a serviceable and safe condition.

Polytunnels- These must be no larger than 10ft x 20ft.
Rubbish – Landfill skips are no longer provided by the council, therefore if you have inherited rubbish on your plot we ask that you try to clear as much as possible. If there is too much to clear yourself, please speak to your Field Rep. Plot holders must keep their plot free of rubbish for health and safety and amenity value. Think carefully about articles brought onto site as you are then responsible for them in particular:

· Carpets, underlay and other plastics that fragment are strictly forbidden as they leave pesticides, glues, dyes and fire retardants when they degrade;

· Glass – there are dangerous accumulations of glass on some areas of the site. Please clear away what you might have the misfortune to find, and be particularly vigilant when bringing glass onto site. If any gets broken, please make sure you clear it up immediately.

Water – There are mains fed water taps situated around the site. They are turned on in spring after the last of the frosts and switched off in autumn before the first heavy frosts.
The taps are on a water meter and the Farm must pay for all water used. As a charity, you are asked not to use hosepipes directly to water allotments but you can use a hosepipe to fill up water butts.

Paths – Paths around your plot should be maintained to a minimum of 18 inches. If there is no existing path around your plot, leave room to develop one. Please respect the main pathways around the site and try not let your plot encroach on them. If there is woodchip in the yard, feel free to use it to improve any surface in need of attention.

Trees – Trees and large shrubs create shade but can also cause damage through their root systems, especially with underground storm drains running through the site. Inappropriate planting could result in the need for heavy machinery and consequent disruption and damage for any area concerned. Permission must be sought from a Field Rep before planting trees or large shrubs.

Bonfires – Bonfires are allowed on site between October and March as long as they consist of clean materials, such as brambles, weeds and clean wood. Plastics, painted or treated wood, felt and any other obnoxious material is strictly unacceptable.
Manure- Manure is available from the Farm in return for donations. Ask at the Farm office.
Leaf Bays – The three leaf bays in the bottom yard are filled by the council from mid autumn to early winter. The leaves are free for all to collect however you are advised to make sure they are well rotted before placing them on your plot. If there is space outside of the leaf season, it is acceptable to use the space to have manure or compost dropped as long as it is not inconvenient for others and is moved promptly. It is wise to put a sign on of who’s it is as others may assume it is free to take.

Erosion - Many of our plots are quite steeply sloping. Download a copy of the 'Sloping Plot Information sheet' from the Farm's  website or pop into the office and pick one up from there. 

Ponds – If you wish to build a pond there are some vital points to bear in mind:

· Small children can drown even in very shallow water. Please be considerate if situated near a main path as children may wander.

· Pond wildlife relies on ponds edges. When creating a pond always leave a shallow edge where marginal plants can grow and wildlife flourish. Don’t just dig a steep sided hole.

· Baths and similar shaped ponds are potentially lethal to amphibians. Make sure there is an access ramp for them to get out.

· Use of purpose-made pond liners is recommended as they will withstand the life of a pond. Liners improvised from other sorts of plastic usually go brittle and degrade in sunlight.

· Duckweed can be a real nuisance as it blankets the pond surface, blocking out light. It is very common and may come stuck (as a small floating plant) to shop bought plants as well as the usual borrowing from other ponds of plants. Pick and rinse off before it goes in the pond. Inspect plants and rinse them, as well as skimming off bowls of tadpoles for the floating plant.

Inheriting allotments – If you decide to share your allotment with someone, they must register themselves as a plot-sharer with the Farm office. If at any point you decide to give up your allotment, you may pass it on to someone who has been registered as a plot-sharer for at least 2 years.  If your plot-sharer has been registered for less than two years, they will need to go on the allotment waiting list to get a plot.
St Werburghs City Farm – a green city oasis connecting people to food, the environment and their local community. 
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